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Summary

This report is the latest edition of the Commission’s Sudent
Profiles. It provides comprehensive information about stu-
dents in postsecondary education in California. Student Pro-
files contains information on first-time freshmen and transfer
students that formerly appeared in other Commission reports
aswell as awide variety of other data profiles, including total
enrollment figures and information on student outcomes.
Generaly, the profiles display information covering the most
recent 10-year period and end with data through the immedi-
ately preceding academic year — 2001-02 — as well as fall
2002 data.

Unlike most Commission reports, Student Profiles contains lit-
tle analytic comment. Instead, the staff encourages readers to
use these data as the basis for their own analyses. To facilitate
that process, it should be noted that this edition of Student Pro-
files has been added to the Commission’s Internet website --
www.cpec.ca.gov -- and is now electronically accessible to the
genera public. The data on the website is the most current as
updates are received and posted regularly.

Additional copies of this and other Commission reports may
also be obtained by e-mail at PublicationRequest@cpec.ca.gov;
or by writing the Commission at 1303 J Street, Suite 500, Sac-
ramento, Ca. 95814-2938; or by telephone at (916) 322-9268.
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| ntroduction

TUDENT PROFILES 2003 is the latest edition in a series of factbooks
issued by the California Postsecondary Education Commission to provide

N\ comprehensive information about students in postsecondary education in

California. Sudent Profiles, 2003 contains a wide-ranging set of graphs
and statistical tables that allow readers to gain an understanding of the
characteristics, of California students as well as trends in these character-
istics, including enrollment, transfer, and program completion. Unlike
most Commission reports, the Student Profiles series contains little tex-
tual comment and analysis about the data. Instead, the Commission
hopes these reports provide the basis for such analysis by others.

The primary purposes of Student Profiles are to:

1. Provide a context to facilitate policy analysis by presenting a global
view of studentsin Californig;

2. Permit prompt response to basic inquiries regarding student informa-
tion;

3. Serve asabasic source of datafor research;

4. Function as the Commission’s “official” source of student statistics
(by supplying correct, agreed-upon data, even if disagreement exists
about the manner in which these data might be used in different pol-
icy analyses). Since ingtitutions periodically update data provided to
the Commission, readers are encouraged to go to the CPEC website
(http://www.cpec.ca.gov) to secure the most up-to-date data; and,

5. Stimulate the production of special topical reports when specific
trends in higher education warrant more detailed analysis and descrip-
tion.

Organization
of thereport

This report was reorganized twice in recent years for easier identification
and location of information. Section 1 now highlights the profilesin the
report that display information regarding California high school gradu-
ates. Section 2 now contains the postsecondary student enrollment dis-

plays.

A Guide to the Contents, highlighting clusters of profiles by subject, has
replaced the former sequential table of contents. The entry for each pro-
file in the Guide to the Contents is annotated in such away asto link it to
the same type of information in prior editions of Sudent Profiles. The
profiles are clustered in the Guide by subject, with profiles of similar data



provided for each higher education sector for which datais available. Of
greatest significance with this edition of Student Profiles, 2003 is that the
data is now tied directly to the Commission’s source data files insuring
that the most current and accurate data appears in the Profiles, and that
these data may be replicated by the public at large from the new on-line
data function through the Commission’s Internet Website.

Sudent Profilesisdivided into these six sections:

1. High School Sudents

This first section provides information about the number of public and
private high school graduates, their origin and academic preparation by
region, and their college-going rates at California public and independent
postsecondary institutions.

2. All Postsecondary Students

The second section provides information about total student enrollment in
California’s colleges and universities in order to provide a context for
later sections and an overview of the ways in which California’s college
student body has changed over the last decade.

3. First-Time Freshmen

The third section includes data that were formerly displayed in the Com-
mission’s annual College-Going Rates reports. In addition to information
regarding recent high school graduates and their college-going rates in the
public sectors of California postsecondary education, data in this section
reflects the origin of all new freshman students, their gender and ra-
cial/ethnic distribution, and a comparison of California and first-time
freshman enrollment in the United States.

4. Transfer Sudents

The fourth section contains information on students transferring from the
California Community eolleges to the California State University and
University of California as well as facts about transfer students from the
other systems to those institutions. The Commission published this in-
formation previoudly in its annual Update of Community College Transfer
Satistics. However, information in this section has been expanded in or-
der to portray a more accurate sense of student flow.

5. Sudent Outcomes

The fifth section of this Sudent Profiles, 2003 report provides informa-
tion on student outcomes, such as the number of degrees and certificates
awarded at the public colleges and university systems, by level, gender,
race/ethnicity, and by discipline. Beginning with the Student Profiles
2000 edition, a number of profiles have been expanded to include more
information on student outcomes at the California Community Colleges
and the Independent institutions. Ultimately, the Commission would like



to present information beyond simply reporting the number of degrees
awarded by California's colleges and universities, including graduation
rate, student attrition, and persistence information once student-specific
datais available from longitudinal databases.

6. Area-Specific Sudent Data

The sixth and final section of Student Profiles, 2003 provides information
on high school graduates and college-going rates by county, and on
community college transfer students by district and campus. These tables
were previously published in the Commission’s annual College-Going
Rates report and its annual Update of Community College Transfer Statis-
tics, respectively. It aso includes information by county on completion
of the high school courses required for college admission. Information on
this subject is aso published in the Commission’s periodic reports on
university eligibility.

Sour ces of the data

Cdlifornia’s colleges and universities are the data sources from which the
Commission assembles Student Profiles, 2003. The State’s public uni-
versities submit al of their enrollment and degree data to the Commission
in electronic format. The California Community Colleges submit their
data to their Chancellor’s Office which currently provides the Commis-
sion direct access to their database. California s independent colleges and
universities submit all of their data to the Commission using hardcopy
survey forms generated from the Integrated Postsecondary Education
Data System (IPEDS) of the National Center for Education Statistics of
the United States Department of Education.

Information on
WASC-accredited
and AICCU
institutions

Information on Western Association of Schools and Colleges (WASC) -
accredited and Association of Independent California Colleges and Uni-
versities (AICCU) member institutions is organized using two different
sets of institutions: al WASC-accredited institutions in California and
those that are members of AICCU. Since all members of AICCU are aso
WA SC-accredited, the students represented by this data are included in
both sets of numbers.

All postsecondary institutions whose students receive financial aid were
required to submit IPEDS data in 1998. With this mandate, independent
institutions providing the Commission data increased substantially. Be-
cause data reporting prior to 1998 by these institutions had been inconsis-
tent, historical trends in the data may be unclear.

Finally, because information about these colleges and universities comes
solely from their IPEDS survey forms in which data is provided only in
aggregate format, the Commission is more limited in its presentation of
the data than is the case for public institutions. In addition, those survey
forms do not collect al of the information that the Commission gathers
through itsindividual student record data system.



Caveats Four limitations should be noted:

e First, the data reflects actual number of students — “headcount stu-
dents’ — rather than calculations of full-time-equivalent students
(FTES).

e Second, while Sudent Profiles, 2003 includes statistics on students in
the State’'s four major sectors of higher education — the California
Community Colleges, the California State University, the University
of Cdlifornia, and California’'s regionally accredited independent
institutions — it does not cover statistics on two other areas of interest
to the Commission: (1) private institutions in California that seldom
submit student data to the Commission, including its non-accredited
vocational schools and degree-granting institutions, such as business
schools and flight-training institutes; and (2) California students at-
tending college in other states. Both of these types of statistics are
needed for Sudent Profiles, 2003 to present a totally comprehensive
picture of college-going behavior on the part of California’ s residents.

e Third, data for the sector of independent institutions may reflect sig-
nificant fluctuations from year to year. This is due largely to incon-
sistent reporting by individual institutions over the years and should
not be misinterpreted as unusual student activity in this sector. The
Commission is involved in continuous efforts to verify data reports
from institutions in this sector in order to more accurately portray the
characteristics of students attending these institutions.

o Lastly, datain this latest edition of Student Profiles, 2003 supersedes
data previously reported by the Commission both for the specific year
to which this edition is devoted and for the indicated historical period.
As aresult of the Commission’s data verification process, institutions
are encouraged to submit revisions to current and prior year data pre-
viously reported. These revisions as well as data received after offi-
cial deadlines are added to the Commission’s database on a continu-
ous basis. Therefore, data in this edition should be considered the
most accurate available even though it may differ from similar data
reported by the Commission in previous editions of Sudent Profiles,
2003.

Format of the
report and
availability

of data

The Commission publishes Student Profiles, 2003 on paper in a bound
report, copies of which may be requested from the Commission’s Publi-
cations Unit at publicationrequest@cpec.cagov. The data tables and
graphics were created using Excel software (Version Excel 2000). Most
importantly, it should be noted that individual sections of Sudent Pro-
files, 2003, as well as the data on which the profiles in this report are
based, are now available in their entirety on the Commission’s Internet
web site, which is located at www.cpec.ca.gov. These data may be
downloaded from the Internet to a user’s personal computer. The foot-
notes at the bottom of each profile page have also been revised to list the




Commission’s Internet address as an additional guide to readers with re-
spect to data available from the Commission.

Feedback about
areport

Sudent Profiles, 2003 is published by the Commission as part of its
“postsecondary education information clearinghouse” responsibilities.
The Commission staff hopes to continue to improve the quality and use-
fulness of these profiles by soliciting comments from users of this infor-
mation. The Commission appreciates receiving comments about ways in
which to make this report and its other documents more useful as well as
advice about any errors of omission or calculations that should be cor-
rected to enhance accuracy. Please direct your comments to:

California Postsecondary Education Commission
1303 J Street, Suite 500

Sacramento, CA 95814-2938

(916) 445-7933

Email: researchstaff @cpec.ca.gov









